PRESS CODE

(ENUNCIATED BY THE PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA)

NORMS OF JOURNALISTIC CONDUCT

Principles and Ethics

The fundamental objective of journalism is to serve the people with the news,views,comments and information on matters of public interest in a fair,accurate unbiased sober and decent manner Towards this end the press is expected to conduct itself in keeping with certain norms of professionalism universally recognized.The norms enunciatedbelow and other specific guidelines appended thereafter,when applied with due discrement and adaptation to the varying circumstance of each case will help the journalist to self regulate his or her conduct.

Accuracy & Fairness

1)  The press shall eschew publication of inaccurate,baseless,graceless,misleading or  distorted material.All sides of the core issue or subject should be rported.Unjustified rumours and surmises should not be set forth as facts.

Pre-Publication Verification

2) On receipt of a report or article of public interest and benefit containing imputations or comment against a citizen,the editor should check with due care and attention.Its factual accuracy-apart from other authentic sources with the person or the organization concernedto elict his/her or its version,comments or reaction and publish the same with due smendments in the report where necessary.In the event of absence of response, a footnote to that effect should be appended to the report.

Caution Against defamatory writings

3) Newspaper should not publish anything which is manifestly defamatory or libelous against any individual organization unless after due care and checking,they have sufficient reasonto believe that it is true and its publication will be for public good.

4) Truth is no defence for publishing derogatory,scurrilous and defamatory material against a private citizen where no public interest is involved.

5) No personal remarks which may be considered or construed to be derogatory in nature against  a dead person should be published except in rare cases of public interest as the dead person cannot possibly contradict or deny those remarks.

6) The press shall  not rely on objectionable past behaviour of a citizen for basing the scathing comments with reference to fresh action of that person.If public good requires such reference the press should make prepublication inquiries from the authorities concerned about the follow-up action,if any,in regard to those adverse actions.

7) The press has a duty,discretion and right to serve the public interest by drawing readers attention to citizens of doubtful antecedents and of  questionable character but as responsible journalists journalists they should observe due restraint and caution in hazarding their own opinion or conclusion in branding these persons as cheats or killers etc. The cardinal principle being that the guilt of a person should be established by proof of facts alleged and not by proof of the bad character of the accused.In the zest to expose, the Press should not exceed the limits of ethical solution and fair comments.

8) Where the impugned publications are manifestly injurious to the reputation of the complainant,the onus shall be on the respondent to show that they were or to establish that they constituted for comment made in good faith and for public good.

Parameters of the right of the Press to comment on the acts and conduct of public officials.

9) So far as the government,local authority and other organs/institutions,excersing governmental power are concerned they cannot maintain a suit for damages for acts and conduct relevant to the discharge of their official duties unless the official establishes that the publication was made with reckless disregard for the truth.However judiciary which is protected by the power to punish for contempt of court and the Parliament and Legislatures,protected as their privileges are by Articles 105 and 194 respectively, of the constitution of India represent exception to this rule.

10) Publication of news or comments/information on public officials conducting investigations should have a tendency to help the commission of offences or to impede the prevention or detection of offences or prosecution  of the guilty.The investigate agency is also under a corresponding obligation not to leak out or disclose such information or indulge in disinformation.

11)The Official Secrets Act  1923 or any other similar enactment or provision having the force of law equally bind the press or media though there is no law empowering the state or it officials to prohibit or to impose a prior restraint upon the Press/Media.

12) Cartoons and caricatures in depicting good humour are to be placed in a special category of news that enjoy more liberal attitude.

Right to Privacy

13)The Press shall not intrude or invade the privacy of an individual unless outweighed by genuine overriding public interest not being a prurient or morbid curiosity.So,however that once a matter becomes a matter of publice record the right to privacy no longer subsists and it becomes a legitimate subject for comment by press and media among others.

Explanation:Things concerning a person’s home,family,religion,health,sexuality,personal life and private affairs are covered by the concept of  PRIVACY excepting where any of these impinges upon the public interest.

14)Caution against identification:While reporting crime involving rape,abduction or kidnap of women/females or sexual assault on children or raising doubts and questions touching the chastity,personal character and privacy of women the names photographs of the victims or other particulars leading to their identity shall not be published.

15)Minor children and infants who r the offspring of sexual abuse or “forcible marriage” or illict sexual union shall not be identified or photographed.

Recording interviews and phone conversations.

16) The Press shall not tape record anyones conversation without that persons knowledge  or consent except where the recording is necessary to protect the journalist in a legal action or for other compelling good reason.

17)The press shal,prior to publication,delete offensive epithets used by an interviewer in conversation with the press person.

18)Intrusion through Photography into moments of personal grief shall be avoided.However,photography of victims of accidents or natural calamity maybe in larger public interest.

Conjecture,comment and fact

19) Newspaper should not pass on or elevate conjecture,speculation or comment as a statement of fact.

All these categories should be distinctly stated.

Newspapers to eschew suggestive guilt

20) Newspapers should eschew suggestive guilt by association.They should not name or identify the family or relatives or asccociates of a person convicted or accussed of a crime,when they are totally innocent and a reference to them is not relevant to the matter reported.

21)It is contrary to the norms of journalism for a paper to identify itself with  and project the case of anyone party in the case of any controversy/dispute.

Corrections

22) When any factual error or mistake is detected or confirmedthe newspaper should publish the correction promptly with due prominenece and with apology or expression of regrets in a case of serious lapse.

23)The newspaper should promptly and with due prominence ,publish either in full or with due editing free of cost at the instance of the person affected or feeling aggrived/or concerned by the impugned publication a contradiction/reply/clarification or rejoinder he shall be at liberty to add separately at the brief editorial comment doubting its veracity but only when this doubt is reasonably founded on unimpeachable documentary or other evidential material in his/her possession.This is a concession which has to be availed of sparingly with due discretion and caution in appropriate cases.

24)However where the reply/contradiction or rejoinder is being published in compliance with the discretion of the Press Council,it is permissible to append a brief editorial note to that effect.

25)Right of rejoinder cannot be claimed through the medium of Press Conference as  publication of a news of a conference is within the discretionary powers of an editor.

26)Freedom of the Press involves the readers right to know all sides of an issue of public interest.An editor,therefore shall not refuse to publish the reply or rejoinder merely on the ground that in his opinion the the story published in the newspaper was true.That is an issue to be left to the judgement of the readers.It also does not behove an editor to show contempt towards a reader.

Letters to Editor

27)An editor who decides to open his columns for letters on a controversial subject,is not obliged

 to publish all the letters received in regard to that subject. He is entitled to select and publish only some of themeither in entirely or the gist thereof. However  in excersising this discretion ,he must make an honest endeavour to ensure that what is published is not one –sided but represents a fair balance between the views for and against  with respect to the principal issue in controversy.

28)In the event of rejoinder upon  rejoinder being sent by two parties on a controversial subject,the editor has the discretion to decide at which stage to close the continuing column.

Obscenity and vulgarity to be eschewed

29) Newspapers/journalists shall not publish anything which is obscene,vulgar or offensive to public good taste.

30)Newspapers shall not display advertisements which r vulgar or which through depiction of a woman in nude or lewd posture,provoke lecherous attention of males as if she herself it was a commercial commodity for sale.

31) Whether a picture is obscene or not is to be judged in relation to three tests;namely

 i)Is it vulgar and indecent ?

ii)Is it a piece of mere pornography ?

iii) Is its publication meant merely to make money by titillating the sexual feelings of adolescents and among whom it is intended to circulate? In other words does it constitute an unwholesome exploitation for commercial gain?

Other relevant considerations are whether the picture the picture is relevant to the subject matter of the magazine.That is to say whether its publication serves any preponderating social or public purpose in relation to art,painting,medicine,research or reform of sex.

32)Newspapers/journalists shall avoid presenting acts of violence,armed robberies and terrorist activities in a manner that glorifies the perpertrators acts,declarations or death in the eyes of the public.

Glorification/encouragement of social evils to be eschewed

33) Newspapers shall not allow their columns to be misused for writings which have tendency to encourage or glorify social evils like Sati Pratha or ostentatious celebrations.

34) News,views or comments relating to communal  or religious disputes/clashes shall be published after proper verification of facts and presented with due caution and restraint in a manner which is conducive to the creation of an atmosphere congenial to communal harmony amity and peace.

Sensational  provocative and alarming headlines are to be avoided.Acts of vandalism shall be reported in a manner as may not undermine the peoples confidence in the law and order machinery of the state.

Giving community wise figures of the victims of communal riot or writing about the incident in a style which is likely toinflame passions,aggravate the tension or accentunate the strained relations between the communities/religious groups concerned or which has a potential to exacerbate the trouble,shall be avoided.

Headings not to be sensational/provocative and must justify the matter printed under them
35)In general and particularly in the context of communal disputes or clashes-

a) Provocative and sensational headlines are to be avoided;

b) Headings must reflect and justify the matter printed under them.

c) Headings containing allegations made in statements should either identify the body or the source either identify the body or the source making it at least carry quotation marks.

Caste,religion or community references

36) In  general,the caste identification of a person or a particular class should be avoided,particularly when in context it conveys a sense or attributes a conduct or practice derogatory to that caste.

37)Newspapers are advised against the use of word ‘Scheduled Caste’ or ‘Harijan’ which has been objected to by some persons.

38)An accused or a victim shall not be described by his caste or community when the same does not have anything to do with the offence or the crime and plays no part either in the identification of any accused or proceeding,if there be any.

39)Newsapapers should not publish any fictional literature distorting and portraying  the religious characters in an adverse light in transgression of the norms of literary taste and offending the religious suspectabilities of large sections of society who told those characters in high esteem,invested with attributes of the virtuous and lofty.

40)Commercial explotation of the name of prophets,seers or deities is repugnant to journalistic ethics and good taste.

Reporting on natural calamities

41)Facts and data relating to spread of epidemics or natural calamities shall be checked up thoroughly from authentic  sources  and then published with due restraint in a manner bereft of sensationalism,exaggeration,surmises or unverified facts.

Paramount national interest.

42) Newspaper shall as a matter of self regulation.excersise due restraint and caution in presenting any news,cooment or information which is likely to jeoparadise endanger or harm the paramount interests of the State and society or the rights of individuals with respect to which reasonable restrictions may be imposed by law on the right to freedom of speech and expression under clause (2) of Article 19 of the Constitution of India.

43)Publication of wrong/incorrect map is very serious offence whatever the reason as it adversely affects the territorial integrity of the country and warrants prompt and prominent retraction with regrets.

Newspaper may expose misuse of diplomatic immunity.

44)The media shall make every possible effort to build bridges of co-operation,friendly relations and better understanding between India and foreign states.At the same time,it is the duty of a newspaper to expose any misuse or undue advantage of the diplomatic immunities.

Investigate journalism,its norms and parameters

45)Investigate reporting has theree basic elements.

a.It has to be the work of the reporter,not of others he is reporting.

b. The subject should not be of public importance for the reader to know.

c.An attempt is being made to hide the truth form the people.

(i) The first norm follows as a necessary corollary from

(a) That the investigate reporter should as a rule base his/her story on facts investigated detected and verified by himself/herself and not on hearsay or on derivative evidence collected by a third party,not checked up from direct,authentic sources by the reporter himself/herself.

(ii) There being a conflict between the factors which require openness and those which necessitate secrecy the investigative journalist should strike and maintain in his report  a proper balance between openness on the one hand and secrecy on the other placing the public good above everything.

( iii) The investigate journalist should  resist the temptation of quickies or quick gains conjured up from half-baked incomplete,doubtful facts,not fully checked up and verified from authentic sources by the reporter himself.

(iv)Imaginary facts or ferreting out or conjecturing the non-existent should be scrupulously avoided.Facts and yet more facts are vital and they should be checked and cross-checked whenever possible until the moment the paper goes to Press.

(v)The newspaper must adopt strict standards of fairness and accuracy of facts.Findings should be presented in an objective manner without exaggerating or distorting that would stand up in a court of law necessary.

(vi)The reporter must not approach the matter or the issue under investigation,in a manner as though he were the prosecutor of counsel for the prosecution.The reporters must not approach should be fair,accurate  and balanced.All facts properly checked up,both fo and against the core issues,should be distinctly and separately stated,free from any one-sided inferences or unfair comments.The tone and tenor of the report and language should be sober,decent and dignified,and not needlessly offensive,barbed,derisive or castigatory,particularly while commenting on the version of the person whose alleged activity or misconduct is being investigated.Nor should the investigative reporter conduct the proceedings and pronounce his verdict of guilt or innocence against the person whose alleged criminal acts and conduct were investigated,in a manner as if he were a court trying the accused.

(vii) In all proceedings including the investigation,presentation and publication of the report,the investigative journalist/newspaper should be guided by the paramount principle of criminal jurisprudence,that a person  is innocent unless the offence alleged against him is proved beyond doubt by independent,reliable evidence.

(viii)The private life, even of a public figure is his own. Exposition or invasion of his personal privacy or private life is not permissible unless there is clear evidence that the wrong doings in question have reasonable nexus with the misuse of his public position or power and has an adverse impact on public interest.

(ix)Though the legal provisions of Criminal Procedure do not in terms,apply to investigating proceedings by a journalist,the fundamental principles underlying them can be adopted as a guide on grounds of equity,ethics and good conscience.

Confidence to be respected

46)If information is received  from a confidential source,the confidence should be respected.The journalist cannot be compelled by the Press Council to disclose such source;but it shall not be regarded as a breach of journalistics ethics if the source is voluntarily disclosed in proceedings before the council by the journalist who considers it necessary to repel effectively a charge against him/her.This rule requiring a newspaper not to publish matters disclosed to it in confidence,is not applicable where:

(a)consent of the source is subsequently obtained;or

(b)the editor clarified by way  of an appropriate footnote that since the publication of certain matters were in the public interest,the information in question was being published although it had been made off the record.

